
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living  
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son  
is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the  
forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

INTERCESSIONS      
 

 Lord, in your mercy.  
 Hear our prayer.  
 
HOLY COMMUNION  
 
LORD’S PRAYER    (spoken with COVID—restraint) 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
DISTRIBUTION  

POSTLUDE               Built on a Rock        Flor Peeters  

  
    

As the Postlude is played the distribution of the sacrament  
begins. Come forward as you are ready, leaving space of at 
least 6 feet between family groups. Once you have received 
the body of Christ, exit to the right or left of the chancel.  

Welcome to Saint James, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in  
America. Today celebrates Reformation Sunday, commemorating Martin Luther  
nailing the 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenberg Church. Rooted in the past and 
growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the 
love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, 
that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. Trusting in 
the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite 
more fully in worship and mission. 

As the community continues to address the challenges of the COVID19 pandemic, 
Saint James is pleased to offer multiple opportunities for worship: in person  
sanctuary worship (spoken), online (music), and Low Contact Distribution on  
Sunday following in person worship which will be offered on November 1. We  
confidently trust that the Holy Spirit of God makes us one community even when  
we are at a distance from one another.   

PARTICIPANTS  
Rev. Dr. Tim Roehrs  Officiant  
Kurt Heyer   Minister of Music  
Mary Gushee    Lector, Intercessor  
 
WELCOME & THANK YOU to Pastor Roehrs for preaching and presiding 
this morning. Thank you for your leadership.   
 
COVID19 PROTOCOL   
All worshipers are expected to wear a mask and to keep the mask on at 
all times. If you are not able to bring a mask, one will be provided for 
you.  Social distancing will be observed, including significant spacing in 
the sanctuary between worshipers. Exception will be made of those in 
the same family group or live in the same household. Certain pews will 
be inaccessible. 
 
WIFI Password:  SJLC8840511 

REFORMATION SUNDAY  

October 25, 2020 
______________________________________  

 

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH |  170 McMillan Road   

Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 



PRELUDE           A Mighty Fortress Is Our God     Christian Flor  

 
INVOCATION & DIALOG  
 
In the name of the Father, and the Son + and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Great is the Lord who is our refuge and strength. 
God is our refuge and strength. 
 
Even as the earth is shaken, the seas roar, and thunder echoes amid 
the storm, 
God is our refuge and strength. 
 
When we wander far from you, O Lord, seeking our own path instead 
of your righteousness, even then you offer forgiveness and mercy; 
your grace overflows. 
God is our refuge and strength. 
  
The Law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through 
Christ Jesus,  
God is our refuge and strength. 
 
Keep us steadfast in your Word, O Lord; strengthen your church, 
unite us as one body, embolden us to proclaim your name.  
God is our refuge and strength. 
  
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit  
renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your 
faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and  
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies  
of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 
 
 

FIRST LESSON    Jeremiah 31:31-34                       
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will 
expect the people to live upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will 
defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is 
possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin.  

  
SECOND LESSON     Romans 3:19-28   
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 
Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God 
through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God 
through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace 
that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL     John 8:31–36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. 
He reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 

 
HOMILY  
 
CREED      (spoken with COVID—restraint) 

 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 


