
  

  

| This bulletin accompanies the Sunday 9:00am Online worship via Facebook. |  

 

WELCOME 

Saint James Lutheran Church in Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan, a member of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America welcomes you to our online worship during 
Ordinary Time, which we mark as the Sundays after Pentecost. This season is about 
growth, faith, discipleship and the Great Commission.   

Today celebrates Reformation Sunday, the day that commemorates Martin Luther 
nailing the 95 Theses to the door of the Wittenberg Church. Rooted in the past and 
growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in order to live out the 
love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news of God’s 
grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work.  
Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians 
will unite more fully in worship and mission. 

As the community continues to address the challenges of the COVID19 pandemic, 
Saint James is pleased to offer multiple opportunities for worship: in person  
sanctuary worship (spoken), online (music), and Low Contact Distribution on  
Sunday following in person worship which will be offered on November 1. We  
confidently trust that the Holy Spirit of God makes us one community even when  
we are at a distance from one another.   

 

LEADERSHIP TODAY 

 Pastor Denise M. Grant      Presiding  

 Rev. Dr. Ken A. Grant      Preacher 

 Kurt Heyer       Minister of Music 

 David Billy       keyboard  

 Bishop Scott Gerard     keyboard 

 Roland Chandler, Mary Gushee    Lectors 

 Rich Moellering, Sarida Montgomery Scott   
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INVOCATION & DIALOG  
 

In the name of the Father, and the Son + and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Great is the Lord who is our refuge and strength. 
God is our refuge and strength. 
 
Even as the earth is shaken, the seas roar, and thunder echoes amid the storm, 
God is our refuge and strength. 
 
When we wander far from you, O Lord, seeking our own path instead of your  
righteousness, even then you offer forgiveness and mercy; your grace overflows. 
God is our refuge and strength. 
  
The Law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Christ Jesus,  
God is our refuge and strength. 
 
Keep us steadfast in your Word, O Lord; strengthen your church, unite us as one body, 
embolden us to proclaim your name.  
God is our refuge and strength. 
  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 
every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in 
your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies  
of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our  
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.    Amen. 

 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright 
lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed 
covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin.   

 
A reading from the prophet Jeremiah. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a  
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the  
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know 
the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; 
for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
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SONG     
 
Romans 3:19-28 

 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace 
that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

A reading from Romans.  
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 
20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for 
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attest-
ed by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, 
effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine  
forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the 
present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in  
Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? 
No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from 
works prescribed by the law. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
SONG            Amazing Grace     

1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound 
that saved a wretch like me! 
I once was lost, but now am found; 
was blind, but now I see. 
 

2 'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
and grace my fears relieved;  
how precious did that grace appear 
the hour I first believed! 
 

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares 
I have already come; 
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far, 
and grace will lead me home. 

 

4 The Lord has promised good to me; 
his word my hope secures; 
he will my shield and portion be 
as long as life endures. 
 

5 When we've been there ten thousand years,  
bright shining as the sun, 
we've no less days to sing God's praise 
than when we'd first begun. 

 

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt., sts. 1-4; anonymous, st. 5 
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Psalm 46  
 
 God will strengthen and preserve the people of the covenant, even during the cosmic turmoil of  this  
 generation and in the years to come. The first verse of the Psalm inspired Luther’s hymn, “A Mighty 
 Fortress.” 

 
 

A reading from Psalms.  
 
God is our refuge and strength, 
   a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 
   though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
though its waters roar and foam, 
   though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
  
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
   the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
   God will help it when the morning dawns. 
The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
   he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
  
Come, behold the works of the Lord; 
   see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 
He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
   he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 
   he burns the shields with fire. 
‘Be still, and know that I am God! 
   I am exalted among the nations, 
   I am exalted in the earth.’ 
The Lord of hosts is with us; 
   the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.     

  
 

SONG         Give Me One More Chance         written by Bishop Scott Gerard 
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Romans 12:1-8 

Paul appeals to the people to live out their faith both inwardly and outwardly,  
reject the distractions of the world, and celebrate the diversity that is within the church.   

A reading from Romans. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 
so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and  
perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and 
not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ  
according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in  
ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in  
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

 

  
 

HOMILY       Rev. Dr. Ken A. Grant  
        Pastor, Genesis Lutheran Church   
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NICENE CREED 

 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  

With confidence in God’s grace and hope for the future, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. Where the church is 
in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your truth, strengthen it. Where the church is 
divided, unify it. Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may we care for this  
planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering 
from natural disaster including the fires of the west coast and tropical storms on the  
eastern coast.   
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Protector of all, you guard your people from evil. Help your church to provide sanctuary 
for all who are in need. Grant safe passage for all refugees and those who flee from war, 
bring peace and reconciliation where there is racial injustice and violence. Guide elected 
leaders at every level to work for the benefit of all people.    
Lord in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 

Grant wisdom to those in authority: for police officers and firefighters, for social  
workers and attorneys, for health care workers and scientists; for our Presiding Bishop 
Elizabeth Eaton and Synodical Bishop Don Kriess; for our pastors and all who provide 
leadership in the church. Guide their decision making, uphold them in the leadership 
they provide.   
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of healing, bring health and well-being to all who are sick, strength to those who are 
in distress from COVID19, mercy to those who suffer, comfort to those who grieve, and 
your presence to all who are in need. Bring food and resources to those who are hungry, 
lack sufficient housing, and those who are unemployed or under employed. Hear the 
needs of those dear to us, especially those we name silently and aloud …   
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

In this unified family of faith, we give thanks for courageous voices that have remained 
firm in their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and death, Jesus Christ.  
Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Make us of one mind in  
purpose to share our faith in word and deed. Guide us to continue to work for the reform 
and renewal of the Church begun by Martin Luther as well as our own ancestors in faith, 
until that day when the kingdom is fulfilled in your glory.    
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Merciful Lord God, constant source of all healing, we give you thanks for the gifts of 
strength and life, and above all we thank you for the gift of your Son, through whom we 
have health and salvation.  As we wait for the day when there will be no more pain, help 
us by your Holy Spirit to be assured of your power in our lives and to trust in your  
eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

     

LORD’S PRAYER  

 
BENEDICTION  
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SENDING 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE                  Built on a Rock    Flor Peeters  
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