
   

 

WELCOME  
Welcome to Saint James, a congrega on of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and the 
Southeast Michigan Synod. Thank you for being part of this gathered assembly as we worship God, 
and begin our Lenten journey with confession, ashes and the sacrament. If this is your first me 
worshipping with Saint James, we extend a special gree ng to you and invite you to introduce  
yourself to your neighbor in the pew. If you have ques ons about Saint James or are looking for a 
spiritual home, please reach out to Pastor Grant (pastor@stjamesgp.org).    
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURES  
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. The prophet 
Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows 
of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrec on. In bap sm we die with Christ that 
we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly bap zed 
as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our bap sm. 
 

WORSHIP & HOLY EUCHARIST 
All of the materials needed for this liturgy can be found in this bulle n and in the cranberry red 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW). The celebra on of the sacrament, Holy Eucharist (also called 
the Lord’s Supper and Holy Communion), is central to our worship. As host of the meal, Jesus  
extends a wide welcome for all to par cipate.  Distribu on informa on is found on page 11. 
 

LENT 
The word “Lent” comes from the old English word “lencten” (meaning lengthen), and is a reference 
to the lengthening of days that occurs during this me of the year. For that reason, Lent is  
associated with Spring. As the earth sees a rebirth and renewal of the plants and flowers during this 
season, so Lent is a me for Chris ans to consider our rebirth in Bap sm and engage in spiritual  
renewal as prepara on for Easter. 
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silence for  
reflec on  

 
 
 
 

 
 

STAND 
  
 
 

The sign of the cross 
is made in  

remembrance of  
Holy Bap sm. 

 
 
 
 
 

We confess our sins, 
both individual and 

corporate. These 
words acknowledge 
that we have fallen 

short of God’s  
commands to love 

and serve, and asks 
God to forgive us that 
we would try again to 

serve faithfully. 
 
 
 
 

It is because of Jesus’ 
death on the cross, 

where sin and death 
are defeated forever, 

that the sins that 
would otherwise bind 
us and keep us from a 

good and right  
rela onship with God, 

are forgiven.  
  
 
 

SILENCE  
 
PRELUDE        A ende Domine    Jeanne Demessieux  
 

 
CONFESSION  
 
In the name of the Father and + of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
  
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspira on of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your 
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen 
 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
  
Silence for reflec on and self-examina on. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have le  undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son,  
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name. Amen 
  
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for his 
sake God forgives you all your sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ he 
gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit.  Amen 
 
ENTRANCE HYMN      Jesus Lives, My Sure Defense  ELW621 :1-4  
 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  

GATHERING 



 3 

 

 
 
 
Kyrie means  
‘Lord, have mercy.’ 
 
No ce the use of 
the word ‘us.’ This 
indicates that the 
Kyrie is a corporate 
(common to  
everyone) prayer in 
which together we 
pray for God’s  
mercy and peace to 
be upon us and all 
people: our  
community, the 
Church, and the 
world.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

INVOCATION  
 

KYRIE  
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SIT 
 
 
 
 
 

Ezekiel’s vision of 
the valley of dry 

bones is a promise 
that Israel as a  

na on, though dead 
in exile, will live 

again in their land 
through God’s  

life-giving spirit. 
Three mes Israel is 

assured that 
through this vision 

they will know that 
“I am the L .” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORD 

  
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

 

 
 

FIRST LESSON                                       Ezekiel 37:1-14 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel. 
1The hand of the L  came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the L  and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He 
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 
were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, 
“O Lord G , you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the L . 5Thus says the Lord G  
to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, 
and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the 
L .” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a ra ling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and 
skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord G : Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath 
came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast mul tude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off com‐

 

THE FIRST LESSON        JOEL 2:1-2, 12-17 
Because of the coming Day of the Lord, the prophet Joel calls the people to a community lament. 
The repentant community reminds God of his gracious character and asks God to spare the peo-
ple, lest the na ons doubt God’s power to save. 
  
 The Word of the LORD.  
 Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM 51:1-17 
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The psalm refrain is 
sung by the cantor, 
then repeated by 
the congrega on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
The congrega on 
sings the refrain.  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

pletely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord G : I am 
going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am 
the L , when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you 
on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the L , have spoken and will 
act, says the L .” 
 
The Word of the LORD.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM 130  Robert Buckley Farlee        

Out of the depths 
 I cry to you, O LORD; 
2O LORD, hear my voice! 
 Let your ears be a en ve to the voice of my supplica on. Refrain 
3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
 O LORD, who could stand? 
4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
 in order that you may be feared.   Refrain 
5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
 in your word  is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the 
morning, 
 more than those who keep watch  for the morning. Refrain 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
 with the LORD there is plenteous redemp on. 
8For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
 from all their sins.   Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON                                      Romans 8:6-11  
 
A reading from Romans.  
 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life 
and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hos le to 
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are 
in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not be‐
long to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, 
the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised 
Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 
give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Verse: I am the resurrec on and the life; whoever believes in me will never die.  

 
REPEAT ACCLAMATION  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 
 
 
 

For Paul, Chris an 
spirituality entails  

living in the reality of 
the Holy Spirit. The 

driving force behind 
our ac ons and values 
is not our sinful desire 

for self-sa sfac on but 
the very Spirit by which 

God raised Jesus from 
the dead and will also 

raise us from the dead.  
 
 
 
 
 

STAND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John 11: 25. 26 
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HOLY GOSPEL          John 11:1-45  

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John.  
Glory to you, O Lord.   

  
The Gospel is read.  
 
The Gospel of our Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.  

 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Christ, the Life of All the Living    
 

  
 
HOMILY 
 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart   ELW 750  
 
 

 
 
 

Jesus is moved to 
sorrow when his 
friend Lazarus falls ill 
and dies. Then, in a 
drama c scene, he 
calls his friend out of 
the tomb and re-
stores him to life. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The acclama on  
is sung as the  
procession returns  
to the chancel. 
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NICENE CREED  
 

We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally bego en of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 bego en, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salva on 
 he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pon us Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one bap sm for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrec on of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come.  
 

INTERCESSIONS  
 Lord, in your mercy.  
 Hear our prayer.  

 
 
 
 

The Nicene Creed,  
like the Apostles Creed, 
is a statement of what 

the church teaches 
about God.  

 
The Creed is in three 
parts, with each part 

revealing the basic 
ideas about that part 

of the Trinity.    
For example, God the 

Father is also Creator.  
God, the Son, is Jesus 

who died and rose and 
will come again. The 
Holy Spirit, makes us 

one body, s rs our 
faith, and enlivens  

our belief. 
 

This Creed was  
adopted at the  

Council of Nicaea  
in 325 CE.  

It is used by many  
mainline Chris an 

churches.   
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TITHES &  
OFFERINGS  
Instead of  
‘passing the plate,’ 
Saint James receives  
offerings in the   
sta onary offering 
plates near the  
sanctuary  
entrances, via 
online giving at 
stjamesgp.org, and 
via Zelle app (QR 
code below). Your 
gi s support the 
ministry  
of the church.  

 
 

 

Communing by In nc on  
 
 

1. Receive the bread (Jesus’ body) in your hand and hold on to it 
2. Move to the chalice (cup) which will hold wine (Jesus’ blood),  

and DIP the host into the wine gently. Only the edge of the host need  
be dipped. Please avoid touching the wine with your fingers.  

3. Then, consume the elements. 
 

Think of it this way:  DIP don’t SIP  
 

The small glasses of wine (purple) and juice (golden) will also be available.  
We will not prac ce Common Cup (drinking from the chalice) at this me.  

 

TABLE SETTING     ELW 330:1, 3 
 

1 Seed that in earth is dying 
grows into ears of grain. 
Grapes that are crushed in the vessel 
turn into golden wine. 
God, through this mystery grant us 
faith in our deepest darkness, 
life in our night and death. 
 

3 Seed that in earth is dying 
rises to bear much fruit. 
Christ, as we meet at your table, 
give us the bread of life. 
Lord, we do thank and adore you! 
Unceasing praise of the ages 
rises from night and death. 

 
Text: Svein Ellingsen, b. 1929; tr. Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, b. 1929 
English text © Hedwig T. Durnbaugh, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER 
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The Great 
Thanksgiving is 

understood as an  
act of praise and 

thanksgiving.  
Following Jewish 

customs, the  
emerging Chris an 

liturgies blessed 
God (that is, 

thanked God) for 
his kindness  

and love. 
 
  
  
 

In the Eucharis c 
Prayer, the church  

gives thanks for 
God’s mighty works 

in the past, in 
crea on and 
redemp on 

through                
Jesus Christ, and 

thereby proclaims 
its faith in the 

blessings that come 
in the future both 

in this life and in 
eternal life yet to 

come. 
 
 
  
 

  
 
 
 
  
 
  

MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you.  
 

 Li  up your hearts. 
 We li  them to the Lord.  
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

We give you thanks holy Lord, glorious in power. 
Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 
   
  Words of Ins tu on 
 
Through him all glory and honor are yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church  
both now and forever. Amen.  
 
LORD’S PRAYER   
  
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

This is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world;   
our peace and reconcilia on. 
 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 

 

LAMB OF GOD 
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Within the gathered 
assembly, at Jesus’ 
invita on, we feast 
on his body and 
blood. Lutherans use 
the term ‘real  
presence’ to talk 
about our Lord being 
truly present with us 
as we celebrate  
this holy meal.  
 
 
 
 
SIT 
 
 
 
Please see page 9  
for informa on 
about in nc on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAND 

 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION  

  
DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
 
    HYMN   Abide with Me   ELW 629 
    HYMN  You Are the Way   ELW 758 
  
POST COMMUNION BLESSING  

 

SAINT JAMES COMMUNION PRACTICE 
 
 Welcome   Saint James prac ces an open table for Holy Communion, which  
   means that all people are invited to par cipate in the sacrament.  
   Jesus is the host of the meal and extends a wide welcome.  
   Children are welcome to par cipate, but may also come forward  
   with folded arms to receive a blessing.  
 

 Benefit   What is the benefit of sharing in the meal? The words “given for  
   you” and “shed for you” show us that the forgiveness of sin, life,  
   and salva on are given to us in the sacrament.  
   (Luther’s Small Catechism) 
 

 Distribu on Come forward via the central aisle.  
 

   Receive the host (bread/Jesus’ body) in the hand, hold it an then dip it 
   into the cup with wine (Jesus’ blood). Or consume it and take an  
   individual cup of wine (purple) or juice (golden).  
   A gluten free host is offered by saying “gluten free” to the pastor.  
    

   Return to your place via the outside aisles for private prayer. 
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SENDING 
 
 
SENDING PRAYER  
 

Merciful God,   
Renew in us the gi  of bap sm,  
that we may provide for those who are poor,  
pray for those in need, and fast from self-indulgence,  
that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son,  
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns  
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION    
 
HYMN   Jesus Lives, My Sure Defense   ELW621: 5-6 
 
DISMISSAL  
 

Saved by faith and formed to serve in the name of Christ,  
go forth into the world to serve with gladness.  
Be of good courage, hold fast to that which is good;  
render to no one evil for evil;  
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;  
help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE             Fantasia in C Major   J. S. Bach 
 
 
  

LITURGICAL TEXTS, PSALM, PSALM REFRAIN  & PRAYERS Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS028290. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724620.  All rights reserved. Scripture quota‐

ons are from New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989 Na onal Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. Lenten 
Acclama on Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship Music: Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950 Text and music: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  

 
 
 
 
  
 

Let us endeavor to put 
the tradi onal  

disciplines of Lent: 
prayer, fas ng, and 

works of love, into 
prac ce that our 
words and deeds 
would reveal our  

Savior to the world.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May this season be a 
me of spiritual  

renewal, that creates 
a greater sense of 

God’s presence with 
each person and with 

this community. 
  
 

 


