
   

 

 

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH | stjamesgp.org | 313.884.0511 
170 McMillan Rd. Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 
Pastor Denise M. Grant | pastor@stjamesgp.org 

Sunday, April 28, 2024  11:00 am 
WELCOME  
Welcome to Saint James, a congrega on of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
and the Southeast Michigan Synod. Thank you for being part of this gathered assembly as 
we worship the Risen Lord and receive the sacrament. If this is your first me worshipping 
with Saint James, we extend a special gree ng to you and invite you to introduce yourself 
to your neighbor in the pew. If you have ques ons about Saint James or are looking for a 
spiritual home, please reach out to Pastor Grant (pastor@stjamesgp.org).    
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURES  
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. 
Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abid-
ing described in the gospel and the first le er of John. Bap sm makes us a part of Christ’s 
living and life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the 
branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the 
world. 
 

WORSHIP & HOLY EUCHARIST 
All of the materials needed for this liturgy can be found in this bulle n and in the  
cranberry red Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW). The celebra on of the sacrament, Holy 
Eucharist (also called the Lord’s Supper and Holy Communion), is central to our worship. 
As host of the meal, Jesus  extends a wide welcome for all to par cipate.  Distribu on in-
forma on is found on page 14. If you would prefer to commune in the pew, please alert an 
usher prior to the start of worship.  
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STAND 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  The ELW  
(Evangelical  

Lutheran Worship) 
is the  red worship 

book in the pew 
rack. In the ELW, 

find hymns not 
printed in the  

bulle n and   
harmony to those 

printed.   
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

. 

PRELUDE    Cornet Voluntary    Starling Goodwin 
 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!  
 
ENTRANCE HYMN     Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death  ELW 452 

 
 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  

GATHERING 
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No ce the use of 
the word ‘us.’ 
This indicates 
that the Kyrie is a 
corporate 
(common to  
everyone) prayer 
in which together 
we pray for God’s  
mercy and peace 
to be upon us and 
all people: our  
community, the 
Church, and the 
world.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

INVOCATION  
 

KYRIE 
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Drawn from the 
hymns in the book 
of Revelation, the 

words of this 
hymn of praise 

joins Passover and 
Easter with a 

glimpse of the 
kingdom now, 

and reign of God  
yet to come. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
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SIT 
 
 
Led by the Spirit, 
Philip encounters an 
Ethiopian official 
who is returning to 
his African home 
a er having been to 
Jerusalem to  
worship. Philip uses 
their encounter to 
proclaim the gospel 
to him. Upon  
coming to faith in 
Jesus, he is bap zed 
by Philip. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

FIRST LESSON                                       Acts 8:26-40 

A reading from Acts. 
 
 

The Word of the LORD.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
   
 

WORD 

WORD 
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SECOND LESSON                                     1 John 4:7-21 
 

A reading from First John. 
 
7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love 
does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among 
us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might 
live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  
11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one  
another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 

    
 
  
 
 

The cantor or choir 
sings the Refrain,  
the congrega on  

repeats it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The cantor or choir 
sings the verses.  

 
ALL sing the Refrain.   

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We love God and 
others because God 

first loved us. We 
cannot say we love 

God, whom we have 
not seen, while 

ha ng fellow  
Chris ans, whom we 

regularly see. Love 
toward God is to be 

matched by love 
toward others be-

cause the essence of 
God is love. 

PSALM 22        

Refrain:    I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.  
 
My vows I will pay before those who fear God. The poor shall eat 
and shall have their fill. 
Those who seek the L  shall praise the L . May their hearts live 
forever and ever.  Refrain 
 
All the earth shall remember and return to the L , all families of 
the na ons shall bow down in awe. 
They shall bow down in awe, all the mighty of the earth, all who 
must die and go down to the dust. Refrain 
 
My soul shall live for God and my children too shall serve. They shall 
tell of the L  to genera ons yet to come; 
Declare to those unborn, the faithfulness of God. “These things the 
L  has done.”  Refrain 

 
Psalms for the Revised Common Lectionary – Michel Guimont 
© 1998, 2002 G.I.A. Publications, Inc  
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 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 
given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do tes fy that the Father 
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we 
have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 
abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may 
have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in 
this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached per-
fec on in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I 
love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do 
not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
  
The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

Verse: I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear 
much fruit. (John15:5) 
 

REPEAT ALLELUIA          

HOLY GOSPEL          John 15:1-8  

 

The Holy Gospel according to Saint John.  
Glory to you, O Lord.   
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears 
fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been 
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide 
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAND & SING 
the Alleluia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the night of his 
arrest, Jesus taught 
his disciples about 
the rela onship they 
would have with him. 
Those who abide in 
his word and love 
bear fruit, for apart 
from him, they can 
do nothing. 
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the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit,  
because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are  
gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for 
you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become 
my disciples.” 
 

The Gospel of our Lord.    
Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 
HOMILY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The acclama on  
is sung as the  

procession returns  
to the chancel. 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIT 
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HYMN OF THE DAY          O Blessed Spring    ELW 447  
         
NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally bego en of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
bego en, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salva on 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pon us Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

              He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one bap sm for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrec on of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come.  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
The Creed is a 
statement of 
what we believe 
as Chris an  
people.  
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INTERCESSIONS  
 Lord, in your mercy.    
 Hear our prayer.  
  
PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
  And also with you.   
 
TABLE SETTING    Alleluia! Sing to Jesus    ELW 392: 3, 4 

 
 

PRAYER 

 

 
The sign of peace is 
a gree ng between 

believers that  
invites the peace of 
God to dwell within 
and between each 

person. This means 
that sharing the 

peace is much more 
than an act of  

hospitality or hello.  
 
 

REMAIN STANDING 
& SING 

 
 

The ushers bring 
the gi s of bread 

and wine forward 
as the table is set. 

 
 
   

TITHES & OFFERINGS  
 
Instead of ‘passing the plate,’ Saint James receives offerings in the  sta onary offering 
plates near each sanctuary entrance. Offerings are also received via online giving at 
stjamesgp.org, and via Zelle app. Thank you for giving generously to support the ministry 
of this church and sharing in the proclama on of the good news of our Risen Lord Jesus.    
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The Great 
Thanksgiving is 
understood as an  
act of praise and 
thanksgiving.  
Following Jewish 
customs, the  
emerging 
Chris an liturgies 
blessed God (that 
is, thanked God) 
for his kindness  
and love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sanctus 
(sanctus, Latin, 
means holy) is a 
series of angelic 
acclamations 
which accompa-
nied Isaiah’s vi-
sion of God 
(Isaiah 6:3 also 
Psalm 118:26).  
  
   
  
 

MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

PREFACE  
 
SANCTUS    (Holy, Holy, Holy)  
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In the Eucharis c 
Prayer, the 

church  
gives thanks for 

God’s mighty 
works in the past, 

in crea on and 
redemp on 

through                
Jesus Christ, and 

thereby 
proclaims its 

faith in the 
blessings that 

come in the 
future both in 
this life and in 

eternal life yet to 
come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Within the  
gathered  

assembly, at  
Jesus’ invita on, 

we feast on his 
body and blood. 
Lutherans u lize 

the term  
‘real presence’  

to talk about our 
Lord being truly 
present with us 
as we celebrate  
this holy meal.  

 
 
 
  

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 
You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; 
          you bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence. 
     We worship you for our lives and for the world you give us. 
     We thank you for the new world to come 
          and for the love that will rule all in all. 
     We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, 
          the people of your promise: 
          the rescue from Egypt, the gi  of the promised land, 
          the memory of the fathers, the homecoming from exile, 
          and the prophets' words that will not be in vain. 
     In all this we bless you for your only-bego en Son, 
          who fulfilled and will fulfill all your promises. 
 

  The Words of Ins tu on  
 

     For as o en as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
          we proclaim the Lord's death un l he comes. 

 
     Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
          we remember the incarna on of your Son: 
          his human birth and the covenant he made with us. 
     We remember the sacrifice of his life: 
          his ea ng with outcasts and sinners, and his acceptance of death. 
     But chiefly this day we remember his rising from the tomb, 
          his ascension to the seat of power, 
          and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. 
     We cry out for the resurrec on of our lives, 
          when Christ will come again in beauty and power           
    to share with us the great and promised feast. 
 

Send your Spirit upon these gi s of your church; 
   gather into one all who share this bread and wine,   
   your body and blood,  
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LITURGICAL TEXTS, PSALM, PSALM REFRAIN  & PRAYERS Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS028290. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724620.  All rights reserved. Scripture quota-

ons are from New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989 Na onal Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. Lenten 
Acclama on Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship Music: Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950 Text and music: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER    
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

Alleluia! The Lord has truly risen, and meets us in this holy meal.  
Let us rejoice and be glad!  Alleluia!  

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
The sacrament of 
the altar is known by  
several names  
including Holy  
Communion, The 
Lord’s Supper, and  
The Eucharist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The word eucharist 
means 
‘thanksgiving.’ 
When we use this 
term for the  
sacrament the  
emphasis is on the 
joy and celebra on 
with which we thank 
the Risen Lord Jesus 
for his real presence 
as we receive his 
body and blood.  
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DISTRIBUTION   
 

    HYMN      There in God’s Garden  ELW 342 
    HYMN   Where Charity and Love Prevail  ELW 359 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

 
SENDING PRAYER  
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to  
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish 
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that 
we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Lord.   Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
  
 

SENDING 

 

SAINT JAMES COMMUNION PRACTICE 
 
 Welcome  Saint James prac ces an open table for Holy Communion, which means that all people are 
   invited to par cipate in the sacrament. Jesus is the host of the meal and extends a wide  
   welcome. Children are welcome to par cipate, but may also come forward with folded arms 
   to receive a blessing.  
 
 Benefit   What is the benefit of sharing in the meal? The words “given for you” and “shed for you”  
   show us that the forgiveness of sin, life, and salva on are given to us in the sacrament.  
   (Luther’s Small Catechism) 
 
 Distribu on Come forward via the central aisle.  
 

   Receive the host (bread/Jesus’ body) in the hand, then dip it into the cup with wine   
   (Jesus’ blood). Or consume it and take an individual cup of wine (purple) or juice (golden).  
 

   A gluten free host is offered by saying “gluten free” to the pastor.  
 

   Return to your place via the outside aisles for private prayer. 

SIT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sign of the 
cross is made in 

remembrance of  
Holy Bap sm 
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HYMN        We Know that Christ is Raised  ELW 449 

 
DISMISSAL  

 Go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Risen Lord!  
 Alleluia! Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE          Fes ve Trumpet Tune    David German  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Lord sends 
us into the world 
to live out our 
faith, and  
proclaim the 
good news of 
Jesus’ risen glory. 
 
SIT 
 
  


