
   

 

 

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH | stjamesgp.org | 313.884.0511 
170 McMillan Rd. Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 
Pastor Denise M. Grant | pastor@stjamesgp.org 

Sunday, October 26, 2025  11:00 a.m. 
WELCOME  
Welcome to Saint James, a congregaƟon of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
and the Southeast Michigan Synod. Thank you for being part of this gathered assembly as 
we worship the Risen Lord and receive the sacrament. If this is your first Ɵme worshipping 
with Saint James, we extend a special greeƟng to you and invite you to introduce yourself 
to your neighbor in the pew. If you have quesƟons about Saint James or are looking for a 
spiritual home, please reach out to the Pastor (pastor@stjamesgp.org).    
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURES  
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We celebrate the good news 
of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work. 
TrusƟng in the freedom given to us in bapƟsm, we pray for the church, that ChrisƟans will 
unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 
 

WORSHIP & HOLY EUCHARIST 
All of the materials needed for this liturgy can be found in this bulleƟn and in the red  
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) book found in the pew rack. The celebraƟon of the 
sacrament, Holy Eucharist (also called the Lord’s Supper and Holy Communion), is central 
to our worship. As host of the meal, Jesus  extends a wide welcome for all to parƟcipate.  
DistribuƟon informaƟon is found on page 12. If you would prefer to commune in the pew, 
please alert an usher prior to the start of worship.  
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STAND 
 

  The ELW  
(Evangelical  

Lutheran Worship) 
is the  red worship 

book in the pew 
rack. In the ELW, 

find hymns not 
printed in the  

bulleƟn and   
harmony to those 

printed.   
 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

. 

PRELUDE       Intrada for Trumpet and Organ   Robert Wetzler 
    Marie Mehler, trumpet 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN      Built on a Rock   ELW 652 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  

GATHERING 
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 The sign of the 
cross is made in  
remembrance  
of Holy BapƟsm.  
 

 
 

 
 
NoƟce the use of 
the word ‘us.’ 
This indicates 
that the Kyrie is a 
corporate 
(common to  
everyone) prayer 
in which together 
we pray for God’s  
mercy and peace 
to be upon us and 
all people: our  
community, the 
Church, and the 
world.  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

INVOCATION & APOSTOLIC GREETING 
 
KYRIE 



 4 

 

 
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawn from the 
hymns in the book 
of Revelation, the 

words of this 
hymn of praise 

joins Passover and 
Easter with a 

glimpse of the 
kingdom now, 

and reign of God  
yet to come. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
PRAYER OF THE DAY  

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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SIT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
STAND & SING 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

THE FIRST LESSON      see page 13 of this bulleƟn 
 
PSALM           see page 14 of this bulleƟn 
 
SECOND LESSON                                   see page 14 of this bulleƟn 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Verse    If you conƟnue in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the 
  truth, and the truth will make you free. (John 8:31-32)    
 
 

REPEAT ALLELUIA 
 
HOLY GOSPEL       see page 15 of this bulleƟn 

 

WORD 
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 RETURN ACCLAMATION      Thy Strong Word   ELW 511:3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMILY           
 

HYMN OF THE DAY       A Mighty Fortress Is Our God  ELW 503 
 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begoƩen of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begoƩen, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvaƟon 

 
 
 
 
 

The acclamaƟon  
is sung as the  

procession returns  
to the chancel. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAND 
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he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under PonƟus Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

              He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one bapƟsm for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrecƟon of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come.  
 

INTERCESSIONS   
 Lord, in your mercy.    
 Hear our prayer.  
  
PEACE  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
  And also with you.   
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The sign of peace 
is a greeƟng  
between believers 
that invites the 
peace of God to 
dwell within and 
between each 
person. This 
means that  
sharing the peace 
is much more 
than an act of  
hospitality.  
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TABLE SETTING   Alleluia, Sing to Jesus  ELW 392:3 & 4 

 
PRAYER 
God of grace, God of abundance, God of the harvest and feast, we bring 
these giŌs to your table, that all might be fed. Unite us as one, and form 
us into the body of Christ for the world. In the name of Jesus, we pray.    
Amen. 

 
 

REMAIN  
STANDING & SING  
 
  

The ushers bring 
the giŌs of bread 

and wine forward 
as the table is set. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TITHES & OFFERINGS  
Instead of ‘passing the plate,’ Saint James receives offerings in a) offering plates near 
each sanctuary entrance, b) via online giving at stjamesgp.org, and c) via Zelle app 
(QR code below). Your giŌs support the ministry of the church.  
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The Great 
Thanksgiving is 
understood as an  
act of praise and 
thanksgiving.  
Following Jewish 
customs, the  
emerging 
ChrisƟan liturgies 
blessed God (that 
is, thanked God) 
for his kindness  
and love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sanctus 
(sanctus, Latin, 
means holy) is a 
series of angelic 
acclamations 
which accompa-
nied Isaiah’s vi-
sion of God 
(Isaiah 6:3 also 
Psalm 118:26).  
  
   
  
 

MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  

PREFACE  
 
SANCTUS    (Holy, Holy, Holy)  
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In the EucharisƟc 
Prayer,  

the church  
gives thanks for 
God the Father 

and creator; for 
Jesus  who saves 
and redeems us; 
and for the Holy 

Spirit that sƟrs 
and enlightens 

our faith that we 
might proclaim 

the mighty work 
of God in word 

and deed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The word  
eucharist means 

‘thanksgiving.’ 
When we use this 

term for the  
sacrament the  
emphasis is on 

the joy and cele-
braƟon with 

which we thank 
the Risen Lord 

Jesus for his real 
presence as we 

receive his body 
and blood.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
 

You are indeed holy, almighty, and merciful God.  
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will 
and to accomplish all things for our salvaƟon. 
 

 The Words of InsƟtuƟon 
 

For as oŌen as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death unƟl he comes. 

   
 
 
 

Remembering, therefore, his life-giving passion and death,  
his glorious resurrecƟon and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, 
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
not as we ought but as we are able; 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own giŌs of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
  
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
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LITURGICAL TEXTS, PSALM, PSALM REFRAIN  & PRAYERS Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #SAS028290. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-724620.  All rights reserved. Scripture quota-

Ɵons are from New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989 NaƟonal Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. Lenten 
AcclamaƟon Text: Evangelical Lutheran Worship Music: Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950 Text and music: © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  

LORD’S PRAYER    
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be thy name…  
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

This is the feast of the Lamb of God  
who frees us from our sins, and unites us as one people. 
Let us rejoice and be glad! 

 

 
LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
The sacrament of 
the altar is known by  
several names  
including Holy  
Communion, The 
Lord’s Supper, and  
The Eucharist.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIT 



 12 

 

DISTRIBUTION   
 

    CHOIR   Thou Art the Way     Roesch 
   HYMN   The Church’s One FoundaƟon   ELW 654 

 
 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
SENDING PRAYER  
O Lord, we thank you for your Spirit who calls, gathers, enlightens and 
sanctifies us by the means of grace. As we have received you in this meal, 
so send us out that we may faithfully feed others with the presence of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
  

SENDING 

 

SAINT JAMES COMMUNION PRACTICE 
 
 Welcome  Saint James pracƟces an open table for Holy Communion, which means that all people are 
   invited to parƟcipate in the sacrament. Jesus is the host of the meal and extends a wide  
   welcome. Children are welcome to parƟcipate, but may also come forward with folded arms 
   to receive a blessing.  
 
 Benefit   What is the benefit of sharing in the meal? The words “given for you” and “shed for you”  
   show us that the forgiveness of sin, life, and salvaƟon are given to us in the sacrament.  
   (Luther’s Small Catechism) 
 
 DistribuƟon Come forward via the central aisle.  
 

   Receive the host (bread/Jesus’ body) in the hand, then dip it into the cup with wine   
   (Jesus’ blood). Or consume it and take an individual cup of wine (purple) or juice (golden).  
 

   A gluten free host is offered by saying “gluten free” to the pastor.  
 

   Return to your place via the outside aisles for private prayer. 

SIT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STAND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The sign of the 
cross is made in 

remembrance of  
Holy BapƟsm 
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HYMN      Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word   ELW 517 
            Printed on page 16 
DISMISSAL  

 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE          Prelude to Te Deum  Marc-Antoine CharpenƟer, 
          edited by ScoƩ M. Hyslop 

 
 
 
 
 
We are sent into the 
world to proclaim 
the good news of 
God! 
 
 
SIT 

REFORMATION SUNDAY          October 26, 2025 

FIRST LESSON   Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright 
lives. To know the LÊÙ� means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed 
covenant is possible only because the LÊÙ� will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God 
who forgets. 
 

31 The days are surely coming, says the LÊÙ�, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LÊÙ�. 33 But this is the  
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel aŌer those days, says the LÊÙ�: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know 
the LÊÙ�,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
LÊÙ�, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
 
following the lesson  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
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PSALM 46              Hal H. Hopson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God, our strength and mighty fortress, God, our refuge day and night; 
God, whose promise is deliverance, God, whose law is truth and light; 
Though the earth with fear may tremble, none can shake God’s boundless might.  
                 Refrain 
In the city of the Holy, rivers flow and streams run pure; 
Where you, Lord, abide in splendor, there your people dwell secure. 
In their hearts your love will flourish, through the faith your word endures.  Refrain 
 
Come, behold God’s matchless wonders, see the deeds of God’s own hand; 
GiŌs beyond our expectaƟons, works too great to understand. 
Sound God’s might in songs of glory sung to earth’s most distant land.   Refrain  
 
Verses text: Michael Morgan, alt., and copyright © 1999 from Psalter for ChrisƟan Worship, Witherspoon Press. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 
SECOND LESSON   Romans 3:19-28 
 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of MarƟn Luther and other ReformaƟon leaders. No human 
beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relaƟonship 
with God through the divine acƟvity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a giŌ of grace that liberates us from 
sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so 
that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 
For no human will be jusƟfied before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 
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law comes the knowledge of sin. 
  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed and is 
aƩested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no disƟncƟon, 23 since all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now jusƟfied by his grace as a giŌ, through the 
redempƟon that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement 
by his blood, effecƟve through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness,  
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously commiƩed; 26 it 
was to demonstrate at the present Ɵme his own righteousness, so that he is righteous 
and he jusƟfies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 
  27 Then what becomes of boasƟng? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of 
works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is jusƟfied by 
faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
  
following the lesson  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
         Return to page 5 for the Gospel AcclamaƟon 
 
HOLY GOSPEL   John 8:31-36  

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realiƟes known through his word. He reveals the truth that 
sets people free from sin. 
 
before the Gospel   
 The Holy Gospel according to John.  Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you conƟnue in my word, you are 
truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 
They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to 
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
following the Gospel  
 The Gospel of our Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
         Return to page 6 for the Gospel AcclamaƟon 
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