
 

 

 

Good Friday 
ADORATION OF 

THE CROSS 

We begin our liturgy as we ended the 
Maundy Thursday Liturgy: in silence. 

What was begun then continues this day as we journey with our Savior from the Last 
Supper, the stripping and humiliation, to the cross and tomb. Good Friday is the 
second day of the Triduum, the “Three Sacred Days” of Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday with its Vigil of Easter. 

The Good Friday Liturgy is marked with austerity, silence and reflection. The chancel 
itself is bare from the Maundy Thursday stripping. Everything focuses on our 
adoration of the crucified Christ, reigning from the throne of the cross. 

The opening portion of the liturgy includes no praise. It proceeds directly to the 
Prayer of the Day. It is a simplified version of our Sunday Liturgy of the Word. The 
chief acts are the reading of the Passion of St. John and the Bidding Prayer for the 
needs of our world. 

We turn our attention to the cross which vividly and dramatically portrays the events 
of this day. 

The words of our corporate meditation are the ancient Reproaches. The words of 
reproach are those of God directed to us, his people, who have crucified the Savior of 
the world by our sin. The Reproaches expand upon the words of the prophet Micah 
(6:3-5) and burn in our hearts. The liturgy does not end on this note of reproach, 
however. The closing versicles and prayer emphasize the triumph and redemption that 
come through the cross. 

All then depart in silence without benediction. Christ’s death is not God’s final word. 
We keep vigil for Christ’s resurrection as the conclusion to our Triduum, the Vigil of 
Easter. 
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Silence is kept as the people gather. 

As the ministers enter, all stand for prayer. 

Prayer of the Day 

Following the prayer the assembly is seated. 

First Reading Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

At the end of the reading: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn The assembly remains seated to sing the hymn.              ELW 357 
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Second Reading Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

At the end of the reading: 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Hymn The assembly remains seated to sing the hymn.              ELW 345 
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Holy Gospel Matthew 26:14—27:66 

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

The assembly sings stanza 1 of My song is love unknown: ELW 343 
  Text: Samuel Crossman, 1624-1683, alt. 

My song is love unknown, 
my Savior’s love to me, 
love to the loveless shown 
that they might lovely be. 
Oh, who am I that for my sake 
my Lord should take frail flesh and die? 

The Betrayal; The Last Supper; The Mount of Olives 

The assembly sings stanza 2: 

He came from his blest throne 
salvation to bestow; 
the world that was his own  
would not its Savior know. 
But, oh, my friend, my friend indeed, 
who at my need his life did spend! 

Gethsemane 

The assembly sings stanza 3:  

Sometimes we strew his way 
and his sweet praises sing; 
resounding all the day 
hosannas to our king. 
Then “Crucify!” is all our breath, 
and for his death we thirst and cry. 

Trial before Caiaphas; Peter’s Denial 

The assembly sings stanza 4:  

We cry out; we will have  
our dear Lord made away, 
a murderer to save, 
the prince of life to slay. 
Yet cheerful he to suff ’ring goes 
that he his foes from thence might free. 
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Jesus before Pilate; Golgotha 

The assembly sings stanza 5:  

In life no house, no home 
my Lord on earth might have; 
in death no friendly tomb 
but what a stranger gave. 
What may I say? Heav’n was his home 
but mine the tomb wherein he lay.  

The assembly stands for the conclusion of the Gospel. 

Jesus’ Death and Burial 

At the end of the reading: 
The Gospel of our LORD.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated. 

Bidding Prayer 
Silence follows each invitation to pray (the bids). 

Each prayer concludes: 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

The prayer continues: 

Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask, saying:  

Our Father, … 

The assembly stands 

Adoration of the Cross 

The following dialog is sung three times. 

Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the Savior of the world. 
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The assembly is seated at the conclusion of the responses. 

Solemn Reproaches 

In the reproaches Christ’s charge against us, his faithless people, is sung. 
The refrain is sung first by the cantor,  

repeated immediately and throughout by the assembly. 

 

 

After a period of silence the following is sung three times by the assembly. 

 

 

Following the singing of “Holy God” silence is kept for adoration and meditation. 
Then the presiding minister says: 
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We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

If we have died with him, we shall also live with him. 
If we endure, we shall also reign with him.  

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God, we pray to set your passion, cross and death 
between your judgment and our souls, now and in the hour of our death. Give mercy 
and grace to the living; pardon and rest to the dead; to your Holy Church peace and 
concord; and to us sinners everlasting life and glory; for with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, you live and reign, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

The assembly stands to sing the hymn.  ELW 351   
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Silence 

The assembly is invited to remain in the church for prayer,  
meditation and adoration of Christ, the crucified. 

It is an ancient and venerable custom of the Church  
to physically express one’s love of the crucified Jesus  

by coming forward to offer a personal expression of thankful adoration.  
This has traditionally taken a variety of forms:  

kneeling near the cross for prayer,  
kissing or touching the wood of the cross,  

a profound bow or other personal expression. 

Feel free to move forward as you desire. 

All depart in silence. 
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We invite you to join us for Easter Day 

at St. Paul (375 Lothrop Rd, GP Farms) 
Holy Eucharist at 9:00 a.m. 

or here at Saint James 
Holy Eucharist at 11:00 a.m. 


