
   

 

 
 
 

SAINT JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH | stjamesgp.org | 313.884.0511 
170 McMillan Rd. Grosse Pointe Farms, MI 48236 
Pastor Denise M. Grant | pastor@stjamesgp.org 

WELCOME  
Welcome to Saint James, a congregaƟon of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 
and the Southeast Michigan Synod. Thank you for being part of this gathered assembly as 
we worship God, and receive the sacrament. If this is your first Ɵme worshipping with Saint 
James, we extend a special greeƟng to you and invite you to introduce yourself to your 
neighbor in the pew. If you have quesƟons about Saint James or are looking for a spiritual 
home, please reach out to the Pastor (pastor@stjamesgp.org).     
 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURES  
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creaƟon is made new! 
Indeed, “God shows no parƟality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrecƟon truly brings life to eve-
ryone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s faithful-
ness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at the tomb, we are 
astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s 
endless love.  
 

WORSHIP & HOLY EUCHARIST 
All of the materials needed for this liturgy can be found in this bulleƟn and in the cranberry 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) found in the pew rack.  
 

THE SACRAMENT  
The celebraƟon of the sacrament, Holy Eucharist (also called the Lord’s Supper and Holy 
Communion), is central to our worship. Saint James pracƟces an open table for Holy  
Communion, which means that all people are invited to parƟcipate in the sacrament. Jesus 
is the host of the meal and extends a wide welcome. Children are welcome to parƟcipate, 
but may also come forward with folded arms to receive a blessing. If you prefer to receive 
the sacrament in the pew, please let an usher know before worship.  
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STAND and face the 
procession.  

 
 

The sign of the 
cross is made in 

remembrance of 
our bapƟsm. 

  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NoƟce the use of 
the word ‘us.’ This 
indicates that the 

Kyrie is a corporate 
(common to  

everyone) prayer in 
which together we 

pray for God’s  
mercy and peace to 

be upon us and all 
people: our  

community, the 
Church, and the 

world.  
  

. 

 

PRELUDE      Airs for Trumpet and Organ  Telemann/Glaser 
      Marie Mehler, Trumpet 
 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!  
 
ENTRANCE HYMN     Jesus Christ Is Risen Today   ELW 365 
 
INVOCATION & APOSTOLIC GREETING  
 
KYRIE 

 

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP  

GATHERING 
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The Hymn of 
Praise celebrates 
and gives ’glory to 
God’  for the  giŌ 
of Jesus, the Lamb 
of God who takes 
away the sin of 
the world. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
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A silence of  
5 to 10 seconds is 
kept; we  prepare  

to speak and  
listen to God  

in prayer.  
 

LITURGICALÊTEXTS,ÊPSALM,ÊPSALMÊREFRAINÊÊ&ÊPRAYERSÊCopyrightÊ©Ê2026ÊAugsburgÊFortress.ÊAllÊrightsÊreserved.ÊÊReprintedÊbyÊpermissionÊunderÊAugsburgÊFortressÊLiturgiesÊAnnualÊLicenseÊ#SAS028290.Ê
PermissionÊtoÊreprint,Êpodcast,ÊandÊ/ÊorÊstreamÊtheÊmusicÊinÊthisÊserviceÊobtainedÊfromÊONEÊLICENSEÊwithÊlicenseÊ#A-724620.ÊÊAllÊrightsÊreserved.ÊScriptureÊquotationsÊareÊfrom NewÊRevisedÊStandardÊVersionÊofÊtheÊBible,Ê
copyrightÊ©Ê1989ÊNationalÊCouncilÊofÊtheÊChurchesÊofÊChristÊinÊtheÊUnitedÊStatesÊofÊAmerica.ÊUsedÊbyÊpermission.ÊLentenÊAcclamationÊText:ÊEvangelicalÊLutheranÊWorshipÊMusic:ÊRobertÊBuckleyÊFarlee,Êb.Ê1950ÊTextÊandÊ
music:Ê©Ê2006ÊAugsburgÊFortress.Ê 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
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FIRST LESSON       see page 13 of this bulleƟn 
 

 following the lesson  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM         see page 14 of this bulleƟn 
 
SECOND LESSON        see page 14 of this bulleƟn 
 

 following the lesson  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

Verse:   Christ, our paschal lamb, has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
(1 Corinthians 5:7,8) 
 
REPEAT ALLELUIA  
 
HOLY GOSPEL        see page 15 of this bulleƟn 
 

 before the Gospel   
 The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew.  
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 following the Gospel  
 The Gospel of our Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
 
 
         

WORD SIT 
 
The lessons  
appointed for  
today can be 
found in the laƩer 
part of this bulleƟn 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAND and SING 
 
 
 
The Proper Verse, 
which is a single 
line of scripture 
that highlights the 
theme of the day’s 
scriptures, is sung 
by the choir or 
cantor. 
 
The Holy Gospel is 
read amidst the 
people as a sign 
that our Risen 
Lord, the Word 
made flesh, the 
Redeemer of the 
world,  is in our 
midst.   
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The acclamaƟon  
is sung as  

the procession  
returns to  

the chancel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIT 
 
 
 

STAND  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     Christ Is Arisen     ELW 372 
 

 

HOMILY 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   This Joyful EasterƟde   ELW 391 
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NICENE CREED  
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begoƩen of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begoƩen, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvaƟon 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under PonƟus Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

           He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one bapƟsm for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrecƟon of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come.  
 
 

  

 
 
 
In the Nicene Creed 
we speak aloud the 
fundamental beliefs 
of the Church.  
 
 
 
 
This creed was 
wriƩen in 325 CE 
and has been used 
conƟnuously since 
that Ɵme. 
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TITHES & OFFERINGS  
Instead of ‘passing the plate,’ Saint James receives offerings in a) offering plates near 
each sanctuary entrance, b) via online giving at stjamesgp.org, and c) via Zelle app 
(QR code). Your giŌs support the ministry of the church.  

The sign of peace 
is a greeƟng  

between  
believers that 

invites the peace 
of God to dwell 

within and  
between each 

person. This 
means that  

sharing the peace 
is much more 

than an act of  
hospitality. 

 
 

BE SEATED for 
the Special Music 

by the Saint 
James Handbells 

during Table 
Seƫng and 

STAND for Prayer 
as indicated by 

the Presider. 
 
 
 
  

INTERCESSIONS  
  

 following each peƟƟon  
 Lord, in your mercy,  
 hear our prayer.   
 
SHARING THE PEACE  
 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 And also with you. 
 
TABLE SETTING      Christ the Lord Is Risen Today  Patricia Cota 
          Saint James Handbells 
 
PRAYER 
Risen Lord, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with 
these giŌs we bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, 
and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the 
world. Amen. 
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The Great 
Thanksgiving is 
understood as  
an act of praise 
and thanksgiving.  
Following Jewish 
customs, the 
emerging 
ChrisƟan liturgies 
blessed God (that 
is, thanked God) 
for God’s 
kindness and 
love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sanctus is a 
series of angelic 
acclamaƟons 
which  
accompanied 
Isaiah’s vision of 
God (Isaiah 6:3 
also Psalm 
118:26).  
 
 
  
 
 
  
  
 
  
 

MEAL 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PREFACE 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; 
  you bring light from darkness, life from death,  
 speech from silence. 
     We worship you for our lives and for the world you give us. 
     We thank you for the new world to come 
          and for the love that will rule all in all. 
 

 The prayer conƟnues, including the Words of InsƟtuƟon 
 
     As oŌen as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
          we proclaim the Lord's death unƟl he comes. 

 
  Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
          we remember the incarnaƟon of your Son: 
          his human birth and the covenant he made with us. 
 
    the prayer conƟnues 
 
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
 all honor and glory are yours Almighty Father, now and forever.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER    
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION  
 

 Alleluia! The Lord has truly risen, and meets us in this holy meal.  
 Let us rejoice and be glad!  Alleluia!  

In the EucharisƟc 
Prayer, the church  

gives thanks for God’s 
mighty works in the 

past, in creaƟon and 
redempƟon through                

Jesus Christ, and 
thereby proclaims its 
faith in the blessings 

that come in the 
future both in this life 
and in eternal life yet 

to come. 
 
 
 

This acclamaƟon, 
Christ has died,  

Christ is risen,  
Christ will come 

again, summarizes 
our understanding of 
the redempƟve work 

of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We pray with the 
words that Jesus first 

taught to his disciples 
when they asked him 

how to pray.   
Mt 6:9-13 

 
The bread is broken 

and distributed for all. 
We share in the body 

and blood of Jesus, 
whose real presence is 

with us in this sacred 
meal.  
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SAINT JAMES COMMUNION PRACTICE 
 
 DistribuƟon  Come forward via the central aisle.  
 

    Communion DistribuƟon is offered by inƟncƟon.        

    Receive the host (bread/Jesus’ body) in the hand, hold it and then dip it into the cup with 
    wine (Jesus’ blood). Or consume it and take an individual cup of wine (purple) or juice 
    (golden).    
    

    A gluten free host is offered by saying “gluten free” to the pastor. 
 
    If you prefer to receive the sacrament in the pew please let an usher know 
    before worship that this is your preference.   
    
    Return to your place via the outside aisles for private prayer. 

 LAMB OF GOD  

DISTRIBUTION       

 CHOIR   Christ Our Passover   Robert Roth 
 HYMN   The Day of ResurrecƟon  ELW 361 
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING  

  
 
 

The Lamb of God  
is drawn from the 
Gospel of John;  
John 1:29 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SIT 
 

AŌer all have  
communed STAND 
as indicated by the 
Presider. 
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SENDING 

SENDING PRAYER   
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to  
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to  
nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s  
resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.   Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
SENDING HYMN   Good ChrisƟan Friends, Rejoice and Sing!  ELW 385 
 
DISMISSAL 

 Go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Risen Lord!  
 Alleluia!  
 Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
POSTLUDE       This Joyful EasterƟde  Michael Burkhardt  

  
 

Having been  
strengthened in 
body, mind, and 

spirit by Jesus’ 
body and blood, 
we are sent into 

the world to  
proclaim the 

power and the 
presence of the 

Risen Jesus.   
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EASTER SUNDAY LESSONS         APRIL 5, 2026 

FIRST LESSON     Acts 10:34-43 
 

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essenƟal mes‐
sage of ChrisƟanity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrecƟon fulfilled the words of 
the prophets, receives forgiveness of sins through his name. 
 
34 Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no parƟality, 35 
but in every naƟon anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 You 
know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 
Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee aŌer the bapƟsm 
that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as wit-
nesses, and who ate and drank with him aŌer he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us 
to preach to the people and to tesƟfy that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets tesƟfy about him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”  
 
following the lesson  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The lessons conƟnues on the next page 
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PSALM 118    This Is the Day    Lynn Trapp 
 

The Psalm Refrain is sung by the choir; the congregaƟon repeats it.  
The verses are sung by the choir; the congregaƟon joins on the Refrain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love endures forever. 
Let the house of Israel say: “His love endures forever.”  Refrain  
 
The hand of the Lord has struck with power; his right hand is exalted. 
I shall not die, but live anew, declaring the works of the Lord.  Refrain 
 
The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
By the Lord this has been done, it is wonderful in our eyes.  Refrain 
 
 
©Ê1995ÊMorningStarÊMusicÊPublishers. 
AllÊrightsÊreserved.ÊUsedÊbyÊpermission.Ê 

 
 
THE SECOND LESSON   Colossians 3:1-4 
 

Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrecƟon reshapes the enƟre focus and 
moƟvaƟon for our lives since we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God.  
 

 1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things 
that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory.  
 
following the lesson  
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  
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          Return to page 5 for the Gospel AcclamaƟon 
 
HOLY GOSPEL    MaƩhew 28:1-10 
 

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to proclaim the good news: 
Jesus is risen!  
 
 

before the Gospel   
 The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 

1 AŌer the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the oth-
er Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of 
the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His ap-
pearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him the guards 
shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been 
raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 
‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there 
you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they leŌ the tomb quickly with fear and 
great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “GreeƟngs!” And 
they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  
 
 following the Gospel  
 The Gospel of our Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ.   
 
 
          Return to page 6 for the Gospel AcclamaƟon 
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Special Easter Gifts 
The floral arrangements in our church today, addiƟonal giŌs for  
World Hunger, Samaritas and giŌs for special music this Easter  

season have been given by our members and friends. We gratefully 
acknowledge these  

generous giŌs given by: 

Dick & Susan Allison 
Gus & Nancy Kopka 

The Szelc Family 
Jack & Marilyn Galsterer 

Tom & Ellie Kressbach 
Mark & Marcia Wilson 

Henry & Holly Bryan, in memory of our parents Joan & Henry Bryan, John Proper 
Emily Moellering 

Gini Bunchek 
The Richardson Family 

 
and giŌs from others not named here 


