Pentecost 24

November 8, 2026

WELCOME

Welcome to Saint James, a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,
and the Southeast Michigan Synod. Thank you for being part of this gathered assembly
as we worship the Lord and receive the sacrament. If this is your first time worshipping
with Saint James, we extend a special greeting to you and invite you to introduce
yourself to your neighbor in the pew. If you have questions about Saint James or are
looking for a spiritual home, please reach out to Pastor Grant (pastor@stjamesgp.org).

TODAY’S SCRIPTURES

Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to
encourage one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of
the wise and foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we
celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the
marriage feast of the Lamb.

WORSHIP & HOLY EUCHARIST

All of the materials needed for this liturgy can be found in this bulletin and in the red
Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) book found in the pew rack. The celebration of the
sacrament, Holy Eucharist (also called the Lord’s Supper and Holy Communion), is central
to our worship. As host of the meal, Jesus extends a wide welcome for all to participate.
Come forward by the central aisle. Receive the host, then either dip it in the cup (wine)
or take a small glass with wine (purple) or juice (golden). If you would prefer to commune
in the pew, please alert an usher prior to the start of worship.



PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

PRELUDE Abide with Me Sandra Eithun

Saint James Handbells

STAND
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God, and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God, we confess

that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.

We have ignored voices that call for your justice.

We have neglected actions that witness to your righteousness.

We have spoken and acted in ways that disrupt your beloved community.
We truly repent of things we have done and left undone.

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.

Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness,

follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ. Amen.

Rejoice and be glad!

God hears the prayers of all who cry out,

and restores us to life through the death

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Therefore, | declare + your sins are forgiven. Amen.

GATHERING

ENTRANCE HYMN Arise, My Soul, Arise ELW 827

APOSTOLIC GREETING



HYMN OF PRAISE
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Music: Thomas Pavlechko, b. 1962
Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copytight administrator.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.

Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD
SIT
FIRST LESSON see page 12 of this bulletin
PSALM see page 13 of this bulletin
SECOND LESSON see page 14 of this bulletin
STAND
ALLELUIA
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VERSE: Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. (Matt. 24:42, 44)

REPEAT ALLELUIA

GOSPEL see page 15 of this bulletin



ELW 509

ACCLAMATION God'’s Word is our Great Heritage
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Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861-1925, alt.
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1483-1546
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HOMILY
STAND
HYMN OF THE DAY Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers ELW 244



APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

INTERCESSIONS
after each petition
Lord, in your mercy.
Hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you all.
And also with you.



REMAIN STANDING

TABLE SETTING O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts ELW 658 verses 1& 2
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Text: attr. Bernard of Clairvaux, 1091-1153; tr. Ray Palmer, 1808-1887, alt.
Music: WALTON, W. Gardiner, Sacred Melodies, 1815

PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts,
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and

Lord. Amen.



MEAL

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven
we praise your name and join there unending hymn:
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love
you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who
preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

The Words of Institution are spoken.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

0 u .
A+ — | ——] i I - i ]
 {an ; I — i - i P 17) =
A\a7 — T o o - P e (7.0 o 1
J O Jdd T ~— '
A - men, a - men, a - men.



LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven....

BREAKING OF BREAD
Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.
Let us rejoice and be glad.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION
HYMN Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness ELW 488
STAND

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
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SENDING

SENDING PRAYER
Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup,
you nourish us with mercy and abundant life.
By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.
Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.
Amen.

BENEDICTION
HYMN Savior, Again to Your Dear Name ELW 534
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SIT
POSTLUDE Praeludium und Fughetta in G J.K.F. Fischer
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PENTECOST 24 READINGS November 8, 2026

FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great victory, but Amos
announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The
LORD demands justice and righteousness in the community.

8 Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light,
Y as if someone fled from a lion
and was met by a bear
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall
and was bitten by a snake.
2Y1s not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

211 hate, | despise your festivals,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
| will not accept them,
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
| will not look upon.
22 Take away from me the noise of your songs;
| will not listen to the melody of your harps.
*But let justice roll down like water
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 70 Nancy Raabe
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Psalm retrain reproduced from Psalm Settings for the Church Year: Revised Common Lectionary
@© 2008 Augsburg Fortress. May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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Psalm tone reproduced [rom Psalter for Warship Yewr C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

Be pleased, O God, to de- ! liver me;
O LORD, make ! haste to help me.

’Let those who seek my life be put to shame | and confounded;
let those who take pleasure in my misfortune
draw back and ! be disgraced. Refrain

3Let those who say to me "Aha!" and gloat | over me

turn back because | of their shame.
“Let all who seek you rejoice and be ! glad in you;

let those who love your salvation say forever, "Great ! is the LORD!"
>But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quick- | ly, O God.

You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, ! do not tarry. Refrain

Reprinted from Psalter for Worship Year A copyright 2007 Augsburg Fortress.
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress.
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SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the resurrection to
eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, living
or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.

13 We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have
died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. ** For since we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have died. *° For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are
alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who
have died. ‘° For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and
with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. '’ Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together
with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will be with the Lord forever.

¥ Therefore encourage one another with these words.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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VERSE: Keep awake and be ready, for you do not know on what day your Lord is
coming. (Matt. 24:42, 44)

REPEAT ALLELUIA
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13

Jesus tells a parable about his own second coming, emphasizing the need for readiness at all times.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] * “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten young
women took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. ? Five of them were foolish,
and five were wise. > When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, “ but
the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. > As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. ° But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” ’ Then all those young women got up and trimmed
their lamps. ¢ The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are
going out.” ? But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you
had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” '° And while they went to buy
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet, and the door was shut. '* Later the other young women came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us. ' But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not know you.” ** Keep
awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

RETURN ACCLAMATION return to page 4 of this bulletin
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